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 Kia ora,  
 
This week brought in the second wave of thank you’s, acknowledgements, farewells, culminating in our Junior Prize 
givings on 12th December.  We started this off with the international homestay BBQ on Thursday.  This was an 
opportunity to thank and acknowledge the support of the families who look after our international students, and the 
international department for their work this year.  Also on that evening the pot luck whānau dinner was held. I would 
like to thank the parents and whānau who were able to attend.  Students from the whānau class were recognized for 
their contributions over the year and four awards were presented.  I would like to thank Matua Te Haere Stirling, and 
whaea Nicole Herbert, and whaea Jay Grubb for their support of our rangatahi and whānau.  
 
Thursday also saw the completion of the NCEA exams.   I’d like to congratulate the students on the manner in which 
they conducted themselves during the exams, and thank the staff for overseeing the process.  Senior sign-out for 
Year 11—13 students was held on Friday. 
 
Next week the final two Year 10 Outdoor Education camps will take place, a large number of Year 12’s will return to 
take part in Peer Support training, the Aiga BBQ, Leavers Dinner, Kimi Ora Celebration will all take place, the final 
Board meeting for 2023, finishing the week with Activities Day on Friday.  Junior Prize giving will take place on 
Tuesday of the following week. 
 
 
On a personal note, I would really like to thank our school community for the celebratory events that were held on     
Friday as part of my farewell.  This included a ‘celebrity’ staff vs student Touch match featuring some of our famous 
sporting alumni, a special junior school assembly in the afternoon featuring performances by students and guest 
speakers, and an early evening celebration with ex staff, current staff and invited guests.  Being the Principal has an 
absolute privilege, and I am incredibly grateful for the acknowledgements I have received.  I look forward to seeing 
out the remainder of the year, and preparing for the hand-over to the new Principal, Mr Robert Gilbert, who starts late 
January next year. 
 
JUNIOR PRIZEGIVING - TUESDAY 12th DECEMBER 
The prizegivings will take place in the school hall as per the times below.  We welcome you and look forward to 
seeing you there if you are able to attend. 
Year 10, 9.30am—10.45am  
Year 9, 11.00am—12.15pm 

Ngā mihi 
 

 Jeff Smith 
 Principal 

 
 



Junior Work Day  

Papanui High School Workday:  Thursday 16th of November 
 
Thank you to all of our Papanui High School community who got behind this 
wonderful event that supports Ronald McDonald House. 
 
Ronald McDonald House will be incredibly grateful for your contribution. It is not 
too late for students to do some work to support this cause. 
  
A reminder that monies can be deposited through the School bank account with 
a reference “(Students Name), Workday” 123147 0225793 00. Or, the money 
can be paid through the school office. 
 
Money raised from Work Day coupled with money raised throughout the year will be donated to Ronald McDonald 
House in Term 1 next year. 
 
Thank you 

Tim Kirby 
Deputy Principal 
Papanui High School 
krt@papanui.school.nz 

Music News - Congratulations 

Outstanding Students – National Achievements NZSSSO 
Papanui High School would like to congratulate Leon Harman (trombone), Minori Naoi (piano) and Guy Herrick 
(Double Bass) who successfully auditioned for inclusion in the 2024 New Zealand Secondary Schools ’ Symphony 
Orchestra. The course offers a week long immersive symphonic experience, culminating in a full concert performed 
here in Christchurch and is a highly sought after event amongst young musicians. Papanui High School is both proud 
of, and delighted to acknowledge, the achievements of these three outstanding students. 



Adult ESOL Luncheon 

The Adult ESOL students had a shared lunch earlier in 
the week.  One of the adult students, James Ko gave 
a fantastic speech, which really shows what adult 
ESOL is all about. 
 
Janine Taylor 
ESOL teacher 
 
 
Here is James’ speech…... 

Kia-ora! Good morning, everyone, on behalf of all the 
ESOL class students, I would like to thank everyone, 
teachers, students, and administration staff who 
support us and make our stay comfortable at Papanui 
high school.  
 
Although I’ve studied here only for 1 year, it was a great experience for me. I’ve learned a lot not only English but 
also about New Zealand culture and the local community. One of my favourite days of the week is when we go on an 
outing every Tuesday. We have been many different places from the beach to the theatre. When we went to 
Waimairi Life Saving club, I heard that one of our students had never seen the sea. That must have been an 
emotional moment for her. We also went to the cinema to watch a New Zealand film which was my first time 
watching a movie about New Zealand. I’ve learned about NZ history of the Springbok tour through this. And I can 
see all the efforts made for the equality and freedom of this country. I also enjoyed the sense of kiwi humour.  
 
Another positive part of my experience here was meeting people. It was wonderful to meet a variety of people from 
all over the countries that gave me a chance to get a glimpse of diverse cultures by interacting with them. Now I see 
the World as an open mind. All the experiences here have helped me to widen my perspectives around different 
countries. So, I really appreciate all people that shared their thoughts and experiences with me. 
 
To show you how much this ESOL class means for our students, I would like to talk about one of my classmates. He 
has been living in New Zealand for over 30 years. But he never had a chance to learn English before until this year. 
He has worked so hard this year, as he was the first one to arrive in the mornings to revise what he has learnt the 
day before, for example, working on his vocabulary. He showed his passion of learning by never missing one class 
during the whole year.  
 
Before he started to learn English, he always needed his daughter’s assistance when he needed to communicate in 
English. But now he has built the confidence to try communicating by himself. I remembered what he said, “I was 
stuck working in the kitchen for 30 years and now I’ve got a chance to study English. I really appreciate the chance to 
be here, and I am glad to study hard.” 
 
I also noticed another student who started in this program 4 years ago. At first, she was in the beginner class. And 
now she is in the highest class. She has made huge progress with her diligence and passion.   
 
This ESOL class helps us to settle in NZ and to feel as part of the community, but also it is a starting point for a 
better future in life. So, we really thank you all for supporting us. I will never forget this valuable experiences. Thank 
you so much again. 

 



From the Careers Department 



Sports News 

Share your successes with us 
 
Here at Papanui we love to showcase what our students are doing outside of school in sport within our community. 
 
Have you competed in a Sports Competition lately? Send your story and results (with pictures if possible) to Sarah 
(lms@papanui.school.nz) in the Sports Office. 
 
 
RUGBY SEVENS FESTIVAL TOURNAMENT 
 
On Monday 20 November a Year 9 and 10 
Sevens Tournament was run by School Sport 
NZ in conjunction with Canterbury Rugby. We 
fielded a full team of boys and 3 girls to make 
up a team with Kaiapoi. They were coached 
by the former South African national Sevens 
player, Mpho Mbiyozo from Belfast Rugby 
Club, although we did only get one practice 
session in before the day. 
 
The boys team played very well, although 
they didn’t place. Most had little or no 
experience other than the 15s Rugby game. 
One player who was experienced with Touch 
did well, but the speed and tactics required 
with Sevens often caught them off guard. 
 
The combined girls team got into the finals. They fought a hard game finishing 2nd in the girl’s competition to 
Christchurch Girls. Our 3 girls played a major part in that success.  
 
Given more prep time next year should see much better results. The behaviour was excellent as always. Nicole 
Herbert and Tony Phillips were the teachers in charge. We were supported by Mpho from Belfast RFC, and Greg 
Ashby from Merivale Papanui RFC.   
 
Tony Phillips 
 
 
SUMMER SPORT - TERM 1 2024 
 
As we look ahead to 2024 and Summer Sport in Term 1, I will be posting the link to the Term 1 Summer Sport sign-
up form on the school website from the 11th December.   
 
It would be greatly appreciated if you could encourage your children to fill this out over the summer break. The first 
few weeks of Term 1 can be quite chaotic as we settle into the new school year. The last thing we want is for our 
young people to miss out on any sporting opportunities that are of interest to them.  Summer sport will begin for most 
sports the week of the 19th of February so there is a lot to organise in a short period of time. 
 
If you have any questions about Summer Sport in Term 1 2024 then please do not hesitate to contact me 
lms@papanui.school.nz 
 
STUDENT SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
Congratulations to Jay Xuan Tan who has recently been named as a member of the New Zealand U19 Badminton 
Squad for 2024.  This is an amazing achievement as Jay is only 15 years of age. 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have been named in the recent Canterbury Touch Rugby teams: - 

• Matai Lange - U16 Canterbury Black Team to play in the Te Waipounamu (South Island) Tournament in 
December. 

• Millie Brown - U16 Canterbury Red Team to play in the Te Waipounamu (South Island) Tournament in 
December.  Millie will also attend the Nationals which will be held in Auckland in February 2024. 

• Addison Langton - U18 Canterbury Girls Team to play in the National Tournament held in Auckland in 
February 2024. 

• Ashleigh Peters - U18 Canterbury Girls Team to play in the National Tournament held in Auckland in February 

2024. 

mailto:lms@papanui.school.nz
mailto:lms@papanui.school.nz


School Policies 

Our school policies can be found at   https://papanui.schooldocs.co.nz 
 

Username:  papanui         password:   pride 

PTA News 

Reminder to all rangatahi and their whānau that Year 9 to 18
th
 Birthday “Free 

Dental” is available, book in with your dentist for your yearly check-up. 
 
Yearly dental check-ups are one of the best ways to prevent poor oral health and 
protect youthful smiles  
 
If you can’t remember what dentist you are enrolled with or have any questions, 
please contact the Adolescent Regional Coordinator 0800 825 
583 / freedentalcare@cdhb.health.nz 
Our Website has all the contracted dentists listed. www.cdhb.health.nz/teendental 

Free Dental Care  

https://papanui.schooldocs.co.nz/
mailto:freedentalcare@cdhb.health.nz
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.cdhb.health.nz_teendental&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=IOQMEoeM17mO5QZH34wVQLSHPuQPM4yG1XTS_vKQp9g&m=iOxwxkiUSd0ai47wliXHjVwDzcCLYXVtMuSJ8UwuUTIlZuL-PeAYxSp_A0_kjU82&s=3u6XTnH


My School, My Success, My Responsibility 
Tōku Kura, Tōku Tiketike, Tōku Haepapa  

PTA Fundraiser 

  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
Papanui High School PTA 

PTA.chair@papanui.school.nz 

  

 For more information email support@entertainmentbook.co.nz  

*When you purchase a 3, 12 or 24 month Single City Membership 8.00pm, Thursday 31st August 2023 and 1.59pm, 

Monday 25th September 2023 NZST your new Membership will be automatically upgraded to a Multi City Membership 

for free. Multi City Membership gives you access to 20 cities across New Zealand and Australia. ^Based on the price of a 

3 month Single City membership purchase. Offer excludes Entertainment Merchant waitstaff offers and Corporate Partner 

offers. Offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers, special promotions or discounts. 

For more information about our App, head over to our App FAQs on our website 

If you have any questions the Entertainment Customer Service Team are always available to help. Please call 0508 326 

657 or email support@entertainmentbook.co.nz. Please refer to www.entertainmentnz.com/promotions for more infor-

mation. For all dining offers, it is optional for participating businesses to accept your Entertainment Memberships on all 

official New Zealand and Australian public holidays, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and Valentine’s Day. 

© 2022 Entertainment Group. 
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https://www.entertainmentnz.com/
mailto:support@entertainmentbook.co.nz
http://www.entertainmentnz.com/promotions

